WAR ON TERROR COMES HOME – 22 April 2007

The creators of the subversive War on Terror, the boardgame head to America to confront the country that invented the fight against the most infamous abstract noun, “Terror”.

Since launching in November 2006, War on Terror, the boardgame has sold out in N.America, thanks in part to being covered by such major American institutions as Forbes, Playboy and The Onion. The game has also found an unusually willing audience in the US military with serving GIs requesting the game in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

From April 23 – 26, game designers, Andrew Sheerin and Andy Tompkins, along with illustrator Tom Morgan-Jones, are exhibiting their controversial game at the GAMA game convention at Bally’s Hotel & Casino in Las Vegas: the only convention to invite them to exhibit. Previously, War on Terror, the boardgame had been banned from no fewer than 4 major international game fairs.

After Vegas, the War on Terror tour heads to LA, where one particularly dedicated fan has organised the world’s first War on Terror Tournament, held on 28 and 29 April at the hip Meltdown Comics in Hollywood and will be covered by Al Gore’s cable network.

Following the WoT trio on their adventures, a small documentary crew will be recording the American experience as part of a forthcoming film about the making of War on Terror, the boardgame.

With a packing list including 200 plastic cockroaches, 3 orange jumpsuits, stuffed rats and ‘unexploded bomb’ signs, will they last the course? Will they end up in the popular US holiday camp, Guantanamo Bay? Will they make it back at all? Who knows. Many Americans view the game that Playboy called, “one of the most thought provoking games [they’ve] seen in years” as welcome satire that says what they’re not allowed to say. Namely, that the ‘War on Terror’ is just a game. And a ridiculous one at that.

Editors’ Notes

1. War on Terror, the boardgame is published by TerrorBull Games, a new independent UK games publishing company that tackles the nastier things in life, via the medium of boardgames. www.terrorbullgames.co.uk

2. War on Terror, the boardgame launched in 2006, with an initial run of 5,000 units, to both widespread condemnation and praise from international media. 

3. War on Terror, the boardgame has been banned from Essen, Nuremberg, London and New York toy fairs with little or no explanation.

4. Further information and press pack at: www.waronterrortheboardgame.com

5. War on Terror, the boardgame inventors, Andrew Sheerin and Andy Tompkins, are available for interview and comment: +44 (0)7779 047065

